
 

 

 

1. THE FIRST AMERICANS 

a. What theory do historians have about how the first people came to North America? 

i. Over the course of hundreds of years, Nomadic people followed crossed a land bridge 

(Beringia) across the Bering Strait into North America.  They were following herds of 

animals that they hunted for food. 

b. List the three Pre-Columbian civilizations and their locations. 

i. Maya- Central Mexico 

ii. Aztec- Central Mexico and some areas of Central Amrica, Mainly the Yucutan Peninsula 

iii. Inca- The Andes mountains in Peru 

c. How did location have an effect on the cultures of Native American tribes in North America?  

(List and describe at least three ways) 

i. The clothes you wear 

ii. The homes you live in (resources available) 

iii. The food you eat 

iv. Your culture 

d. Why were Native Americans of the Plains nomadic? 

i. They were nomadic, constantly moving to follow the herds of Buffalo that they relied on. 

e. What was the Iroquois League, and how/why was it formed? 

i. The Iroquois Confederacy was a cultural and political union of several Native American 

tribes residing in the present-day state of New York. 

ii. Incessant warfare was weakening the Iroquois tribes which became a major concern of 

two men. The prophet Deganawida who was a spiritual leader and his disciple Hiawatha 

who was a wise man, chief of the Onondaga tribe who acted as the spokesman for 

Deganawida. 

iii. Deganawida and Hiawatha travelled across Iroquois territory talking about their ideas 

and eventually took their message of peace to a council meeting of the five nations, or 

tribes. Dekanawida and Hiawatha united them into a League of Nations or the Iroquois 

League. 

 

2. AGE OF EXPLORATION 

a. What were most explorers looking for in the mid 1400’s? 

i. A northwest passage 

b. Who were the Conquistadors, and where did they explore? 

i. Spanish conquerors who explored and settled much of South & Central America, Mexico, 

and part of what is now the southern U.S. 

c. What is one major impact European exploration had on the native population of the New World? 

i. European diseases were brought to the new world, which decimated much of the native 

populations. 

 

3. COLONIAL AMERICA 

a. What was the first permanent European settlement in the new world? 

i. Jamestown 
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b. What crop is credited with saving the Jamestown colony? 

i. Tobacco 

c. What was the House of Burgesses? 

i. The Virginia House of Burgesses was the first democratically-elected legislative body in 

British North America. This group of representatives met from 1619 until 1776. ... 

The House of Burgesses is important because the ideas and leaders from 

this House helped bring about the American Revolutionary War. 

d. What was the Mayflower compact? 

i. The Mayflower Compact was the first governing document of Plymouth Colony. It was 

written by the male passengers of the Mayflower, consisting of separatist Puritans, 

adventurers, and tradesmen. The Puritans were fleeing from religious persecution by 

King James of England. 

 

4. LIFE IN THE COLONIES 

a. Describe life in the following colonial regions: 

i. New England colonies 

ii. Middle Colonies 

iii. Southern colonies 

 

 

b. What was the Middle Passage? 

a. The Middle Passage was the crossing from Africa to the Americas, which the ships made 

carrying their 'cargo' of slaves. It was so-called because it was the middle section of the 

trade route taken by many of the ships. ... The Middle Passage took the enslaved Africans 

away from their homeland. 

c. What is mercantilism, and how did it affect the colonies? 

a. Mercantilism was a popular economic philosophy in the 17th and 18th centuries. In this 

system, the British colonies were moneymakers for the mother country. The British put 

restrictions on how their colonies spent their money so that they could control their 

economies. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

5. THE SPIRIT OF INDEPENDENCE 

a. Why were the colonists resentful of the British after the French and Indian War? 

i. The Proclamation of 1763 prohibited them from settling in the Ohio River Valley 

ii. New taxes were imposed on the colonies in order to help pay for the war. 

b. Why did England feel that it was necessary to tax the colonists after the French and Indian War? 

i. They felt that the colonies should compensate for the costs of the F & I war. 

c. What was the purpose of the Stamp Act? 

i. an act of the British Parliament in 1765 that exacted revenue from the American colonies 

by imposing a stamp duty on newspapers and legal and commercial documents. Colonial 

opposition led to the act's repeal in 1766 and helped encourage the revolutionary 

movement against the Crown. 

d. What was the purpose of the Sugar Act? 

i. Sugar Act was designed to crack down colonial trade with countries other than Britain, 

especially France and Spain with colonies in the West Indies while increasing revenue to 

pay British debt.  

e.  Why did colonists protest the Stamp Act?   

i. They felt that they could not be taxed because they had no representation in Parliament 

f. Why were the Townshend Acts created?   

i. The British thought the colonists should help pay the cost of their protection. The British 

Parliament enacted a series of taxes on the colonies for the purpose of raising revenue. 

g. List all four Townshend Acts: 

i. The Townshend Acts were a series of laws passed by the British government on the 

American colonies in 1767. They placed new taxes and took away some freedoms from 

the colonists including the following: New taxes on imports of paper, paint, lead, glass, 

and tea. 

h. How did the colonists respond to the Townshend Acts? 

i. Boycotts & Protest! As a result of widespread protest and non-importation of British 

goods in colonial ports, Parliament began to partially repeal the Townshend duties. 

i. Explain the Boston Massacre? 

i. The Boston Massacre, known to the British as the Incident on King Street, was a 

confrontation on March 5, 1770 in which British soldiers shot and killed several people 

while being harassed by a mob in Boston. The event was heavily publicized by leading 

Patriots such as Paul Revere and Samuel Adams.  

j. What was the Boston Tea Party? 

i. The Boston Tea Party was a political protest that occurred on December 16, 1773, at 

Griffin’s Wharf in Boston, Massachusetts. American colonists, frustrated and angry at 

Britain for imposing “taxation without representation,” dumped 342 chests of 

British tea into the harbor. 

k. Why was this protest different from any other? 

i. The British government responded harshly and the episode escalated into the American 

Revolution. 

l. How were the colonists punished for their actions? (List the Coercive Acts/Intolerable Acts) 

i. The Boston Tea Port Act.  This Bill was passed on June 1, 1774. The bill closed the port 

of Boston until the damages from the Boston Tea Party were paid for. 

ii. Quartering Act passed on March 24, 1765. This act stated that the colonist must house 

and feed any British Soldier who came to their door and asked to stay. 



iii. Administration of Justice Act. It was passed on May 20, 1774. This act stated that any 

officer or soldier of the British government who was arrested could be sent to England 

for trial. 

iv. Massachusetts Government Act. Passed on May 20, 1774. This Act effected the colonies 

charter, or laws. The British place major limits on their town meetings. They took a lot of 

control out of the colonies hands. 

m. What was the purpose of the Committees of Correspondence? 

i. The committees of correspondence were shadow governments organized by the Patriot 

leaders of the Thirteen Colonies on the eve of the American Revolution. 

n. Why did the First Continental Congress meet?  What matters were discussed? 

i. The purpose of the Congress was to show support for Boston and to work out a unified 

approach to the British. 

ii. They denied Parliament’s right to tax the colonies.  It characterized the Intolerable Acts 

as an assault on colonial liberties, and requested that the colonies prepare their militias. 

o. Why were the British troops sent to Lexington and Concord? 

i. On the night of April 18, 1775, hundreds of British troops marched from Boston to 

nearby Concord in order to seize an arms cache. ... A confrontation on the Lexington 

town green started off the fighting, and soon the British were hastily retreating under 

intense fire. 

 

 

6. THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

a. What battle was known as “The Shot Heard ‘Round the World?” 

i. Lexington & Concord 

b. Who wrote the Declaration of Independence? 

i. Thomas Jefferson 

c. What does the Declaration say everyone has the right to? 

i. Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of happiness 

d. What was the purpose of the Declaration of Independence? 

i. To declare the Colonies’ independence from British rule. 

e. Who were the “Minutemen?” 

i. Colonial soldiers who could be ready to fight in a minute 

f. What was “Common Sense” and who wrote it? 

i. A pamphlet written by Thomas Paine outlining why the colonies were better off without 

British rule. 

g. Who was appointed Commander in Chief of the Continental Army? 

i. George Washington 

h. Who were the Loyalists? 

i. Colonists who remained loyal to the British Crown 

i. Who were the Green Mountain boys? 

i. A militia group from Vermont, led by Ethan Allen 

j. Who secured the aid of the French in the American Revolution? 

i. Benjamin Franklin 

 

 



k. WHY WAS THE VICTORY AT SARATOGA CONSIDERED A TURNING POINT IN THE 

REVOLUTION? 

i. When they heard of the American victory at Saratoga, France decided to help us in the 

war against Britain. 

l. What is an “Unalienable” right? 

i. A right that cannot be taken away 

 

7. A MORE PERFECT UNION 

a. What was our nation’s first constitution called? 

i. The Articles of Confederation 

b. What were some weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation? 

i. No executive branch 

ii. Had to ask states for $-could not tax 

iii. Lacked a military 

iv. No unified court system 

c. What was the Northwest Ordinance? 

i. Adopted July 13, 1787, by the Confederation Congress, chartered a government for 

the Northwest Territory, provided a method for admitting new states to the Union from 

the territory, and listed a bill of rights guaranteed in the territory.  

d. What was Shays’ rebellion? 

i. A series of violent attacks on courthouses and other government properties in 

Massachusetts, beginning in 1786, which led to a full-blown military confrontation in 

1787. 

Constitutional Convention: 

e. What was the Great Compromise? 

i. The Great Compromise, also known as the Connecticut Compromise, the Great 

Compromise of 1787, or the Sherman Compromise, was an agreement made between 

large and small states which partly defined the representation each state would have 

under the United States Constitution, as well as in legislature. 

 



f. What was the Three-Fifths Compromise? 

i. The population of slaves would be counted as three-fifths in total when apportioning 

Representatives, as well as Presidential electors and taxes. 

g. Why did many want a Bill of Rights included in the Constitution? 

i. Many wanted a list of individual rights and freedoms listed in the Constitution. They 

wanted their rights guaranteed. 

 

8. THE CONSTITUTION 

a. List the 3 branches of government and their powers/responsibilities 

i. Legislative-Makes the laws 

ii. Executive – Enforces/carries out the laws 

iii. Judicial – Interprets the law 

b. Define Federalism 

i. Division of power between the state and federal governments 

c. Explain the principle of Separation of Powers 

i. A doctrine of constitutional law under which the three branches of government 

(executive, legislative, and judicial) are kept separate. This is also known as the system of 

checks and balances, because each branch is given certain powers so as to check and 

balance the other branches. 

d. What is the purpose of our system of checks and balances? 

i. To ensure one branch does not become more powerful than another 

e. Bill of Rights:  What rights are guaranteed? 

1 Freedom of religion, speech, 

press, assembly, and petition. 

2 Right to keep and bear arms 

in order to maintain a well-

regulated militia. 

3 No quartering of soldiers. 

4 Freedom from unreasonable 

searches and seizures. 

5 Right to due process of law, 

freedom from self-

incrimination, double jeopardy. 

6 Rights of accused persons, 

e.g., right to a speedy and 

public trial. 

7 Right of trial by jury in civil 

cases. 

8 Freedom from excessive bail, 

cruel and unusual punishments. 

9 Other rights of the people.  

10 Powers reserved to 

the states. 

 

9. THE FEDERALIST ERA 

a. What were three important actions taken by Washington and the first Congress? 

i. Creating the Cabinet departments, establishing a court system, adding a Bill of Rights 

b. What was Hamilton’s plan as Secretary of the Treasury? 

i. Create a national Bank 

ii. Pay off the nation’s debt 

c. What was the Whiskey rebellion, and why was the government’s response significant? 

i. Whiskey Rebellion, (1794), in American history, uprising that afforded the new U.S. 

government its first opportunity to establish federal authority by military means within 

state boundaries, as officials moved into western Pennsylvania to quell an uprising of 

settlers rebelling against the liquor tax. 



d. What two things did Washington warn Americans of in his farewell speech? 

1. Stay away from Political Parties 

2. He warned of long-term alliances with other countries 

 

10. THE JEFFERSON ERA 

a. What political party did Jefferson belong to? 

i. Republican 

b. Explain what happened in Marbury v. Madison. 

i. Marbury went to the Supreme Court in an attempt to gain his post. He wanted the Court 

to issue an order forcing Madison to give Marbury his commission. The Judiciary Act of 

1789 had given the Supreme Court the power to issue such an order. 

c. What important Constitutional power was first used during this case? 

i. The U.S. Supreme Court case Marbury v. Madison (1803) established the principle of 

judicial review—the power of the federal courts to declare legislative and executive acts 

unconstitutional 

d. Why was New Orleans important to the U.S.? 

i. It was an important trading port that gave us access to the Gulf of Mexico 

e. What was the Louisiana Purchase? 

i. The Louisiana Purchase (1803) was a land deal between the United States and France, 

in which the U.S. acquired approximately 827,000 square miles of land west of the 

Mississippi River for $15 million. 

f. Who fought in the War of 1812? 

i. War of 1812, (June 18, 1812–February 17, 1815), conflict fought between the United 

States and Great Britain over British violations of U.S. maritime rights. It ended with the 

exchange of ratifications of the Treaty of Ghent. 

g. What future US president led the US forces at New Orleans? 

i. Andrew Jackson 

 

11. THE JACKSON ERA 

a. Election of 1828 

i. The presidential election of 1828 was significant because it was a rematch of the election 

of 1824, pitting Democrat Andrew Jackson against National Republican John Quincy 

Adams. Jackson won the election, causing Adams to be the second U.S. President to only 

serve one term (the first was his father, John Adams). 

b. Spoils System 

i. the practice of a successful political party giving public office to its supporters. 

c. Common Man and the growing Democratic Party – Why?  Why the growing number of people 

voting in Presidential Elections? 

i. Andrew Jackson considered himself a spokesperson for the common man. Growth, 

expansion and social change rapidly followed the end of the War of 1812. ... In the 

campaign of 1828, Jackson, known as "Old Hickory," triumphed over the aristocratic, 

reclusive and unpopular incumbent President John Quincy Adams.  More people were 

voting due to less restrictions on who could vote, as well as Jackson’s campaign to 

encourage more people to vote. 

d. Veto of the Bank Bill 

i. Andrew Jackson vetoed the bill re-chartering the Second Bank in July 1832 by arguing 

that in the form presented to him it was incompatible with “justice,” “sound policy” and 

the Constitution. Jackson felt the National Bank only helped the wealthy elite. 



e. “King” Andrew 

 
f. Worcester v. Georgia 

i. legal case in which the U.S. Supreme Court on March 3, 1832, held (5–1) that the states 

did not have the right to impose regulations on Native American land 

g. Indian Removal act of 1830 

i. The Indian Removal Act was signed into law by President Andrew Jackson on May 28, 

1830, authorizing the president to grant unsettled lands west of the Mississippi in 

exchange for Indian lands within existing state borders. A few tribes went peacefully, but 

many resisted the relocation policy.  (The “Trail of Tears) 

 

12. MANIFEST DESTINY 

a. What is Manifest Destiny? 

i. The 19th-century doctrine or belief that the expansion of the US throughout the American 

continents was both justified and inevitable. 

b. What territories were acquired through “manifest destiny”, and how? 

 



 

13. THE ABOLITIONISTS 

a. What is an Abolitionist? 

i. A person who favors the abolition of a practice or institution, especially capital 

punishment or (formerly) slavery. 

b. What were slave codes? 

i. Slave Codes are the subset of laws regarding slavery and enslaved people, specifically 

regarding the Transatlantic Slave Trade and slavery in the Americas. Most slave codes 

were concerned with the rights and duties of free people in regards to enslaved people 

c. Who was Harriet Tubman? 

i. A conductor on the underground railroad 

d. What was the “Underground Railroad? 

i. The Underground Railroad was a network of secret routes and safe houses established in 

the United States during the early to mid-1800s, and used by African-American slaves to 

escape 

e. What book by Harriet Beecher-Stowe contributed to the anti-slavery movement in the north? 

i. Uncle Tom’s Cabin 

f. What was the Fugitive slave law? 

i. (Fugitive Slave Act.) A law passed as part of the Compromise of 1850, which provided 

southern slaveholders with legal weapons to capture slaves who had escaped to the free 

states. 

 

14. THE CIVIL WAR 

a. Dred Scott Decision 

i. Dred Scott was an enslaved African American man in the United States who 

unsuccessfully sued for his freedom and that of his wife and their two daughters 

b. Why did Lincoln’s election help trigger the Civil War? 

i. Southern states believed that Lincoln intended to eliminate or restrict slavery, and this 

was one of the causes of the American Civil War 

c. Lincoln’s “House Divided” speech 

i. When Abraham Lincoln said “a house divided against itself cannot stand,” He was 

referring to the political division that the country was going through over the issue of 

slavery. 

d. What role did slavery play in the Civil War? 

i. The South feared that a government made up of a majority of Anti-slavery representatives 

would eliminate slavery in the South. 

e. What year did the Civil War begin and end?  

i. 1860 to 1865 

f. Who were the presidents and capitols of the Union and Confederate States of America? 

i. Abraham Lincoln, Washington D.C. 

ii. Jefferson Davis, Richmond, VA 

g. What was the Emancipation Proclamation? 

i. President Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation on January 1, 1863, 

as the nation approached its third year of bloody civil war. The proclamation declared 

"that all persons held as slaves" within the rebellious states "are, and henceforward shall 

be free." 

 

 



h. What were the advantages of the North & the South? 

 
i. Battle of Gettysburg/Gettysburg address 

i. The Battle of Gettysburg was fought July 1–3, 1863, in and around the town of 

Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, by Union and Confederate forces during the American Civil 

War. The battle involved the largest number of casualties of the entire war and is often 

described as the war's turning point. 

ii. The Gettysburg Address is a speech that U.S. President Abraham Lincoln delivered 

during the American Civil War at the dedication of the Soldiers' National Cemetery in 

Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 

j. Lincoln’s assassination 

i. Abraham Lincoln, the 16th President of the United States, was assassinated by well-

known stage actor John Wilkes Booth on April 14, 1865, while attending the play  at 

Ford's Theatre in Washington, D.C. Shot in the head as he watched the play, Lincoln 

died the following day at 7:22 am, in the Petersen House opposite the theater.He was the 

first U.S. president to be assassinated, and Lincoln's funeral and burial marked an 

extended period of national mourning. 

 


